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Introduction

Regionahsm can take different forms. In recent decades, we have wimessed
important waves of regionalism amid globalization acros the word, but the
drivers of these waves have been very different. In Europe, the main driver
has been institntionalization and the establishment of formal rules (and often
informal ones, too) to arrange the provision of regional public goods (RPGs).
In South Asia, regionalism has moved forward thanks to economic integra
ton, often privately dnoven. In Laon America, however, there has been no
clear drver. For decades. the region has been charactenzed by constant failure
in its atrempts to advance insttutionalizadon, as well as by weak advances in
economic integration beyond the presures of globalization.

In discussing this challenging situation, this paper will argue that a particular
and distinctive driver for regionalism has been emerging in Latin America. The
driver that | suggest has been operating strongly in the region is socially shaped
and 1s particularly rooted in the dynamics of mynad nonhierarchical policy

. networks that operate across countries and sectors throughout the region. As |
metinvest will explain, this network-based mode of regional integration has been firmly
polvtechnic on the nse over the last three decades, and has become capable of providing

some level of RPGs, while also contributing to many succestul proceses of
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Regionalism can take different forms. In recent decades, we have withessed important PerioHanizm mMoxe NnpuimMati pizHi Gopmu, B ocTaHHI gecATAITTA M CTaNW CEIgKaMI
waves of regionalism amid globalization across the world, but the drivers of these Baxnuei Xewni perioHanizmy Ha Tni rnobanizauii B yceoMy ceiTi, ane pafeepw Umx
waves have been very different. In Europe, the main driver has been institutionalization XBWNL BYNK gyxe pisHUMK, Y EBpONI roNoBHWA gpaieep Byna iIHCTMTYUIOHANIZaLiA |
and the establishment of formal rules (and often informal ones, too) to arrange the ECTAHOBMNEHHA GOPMANEHNX NPABMA (i UACTO HEGOPMAankHI TeX) AnA opraHizadii
provision of regional public goods (RPGs). In South Asia, re gionalism has moved HaJaHHA perioHansHWx cycnineHKx Baar (PN, ¥ NiggeHHIA Asii perioHanizm
forward thanks to economic inte gra- tion, often privately driven. In Latin America, NPOCYHYECA ENEPE ] 233BJAKK EKOHOMIMHIRA IHTErpayii- YacTo npyeatHi. ¥ NaTHCeKIR
however, there has been no clear driver. For decades, the region has been AMEpWL, 0 gHaK, He Eiyno CuncTiTi ,qpaMBep I'IpOTﬂrOM RECATWNITE PerioH
characterized bv constant failure in its attempts to advance institutionalization. aswell i
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