19 ciuyHa 2024 pik € M. KpuBun Pir, YkpaiHa € MUHLO

LANGUAGE LEARNING FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES (LSP)
IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION: ADDRESSING UNIQUE
LANGUAGE NEEDS

Svitlana Kochergina
Candidate of Philology,
Associate Professor of the Department of Linguistics and Humanities,
LLC “Technical University “ Metinvest Polytechnica”, Ukraine

Olena Khoroshailo
Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Associate Professor,
Associate Professor of the Department of Linguistics and Humanities
LLC “Technical University “ Metinvest Polytechnica”, Ukraine

In this paper, we discuss the importance of Language for Specific Purposes (LSP) in
higher technical education, highlight the unique language needs of these students, and argue
that addressing these needs can significantly enhance their learning experience.

The English language skills needed by these students differ significantly from those
required by students of other disciplines. Technical students must be able to comprehend
and communicate complex concepts related to their field of study. They need to understand
specialized terminology, technical jargon, and academic discourse that is specific to their
area of interest.

For example, engineering students may need to read research papers on structural
analysis or write reports on their experiments. Similarly, computer science students may
require English language skills to understand programming languages or participate in
group discussions on software development. The ability to use English effectively in these
contexts is crucial for their academic success and future careers.

Language Learning for Specific Purposes (LSP) is an educational approach that tailors
language instruction to the specific needs and interests of learners within a particular field
or discipline. In the context of technical education, LSP becomes a powerful tool for
addressing the distinctive language requirements of students pursuing studies in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields. This exploration delves into the
principles and applications of LSP in technical education, emphasizing how these
approaches effectively cater to the unique language needs of technical students.

Addressing the unique language needs of technical students through LSP programs can
have several positive outcomes.

Firstly, it enhances student motivation. Students are more likely to be motivated to
learn when they perceive the content as relevant and useful to their goals. By incorporating
technical content into language learning activities, LSP programs provide students with
opportunities to practice using English in authentic situations that are directly linked to
their field of study. This not only makes the learning process more engaging but also helps
students see the immediate value of their efforts.

Secondly, LSP programs help develop students' cognitive skills. Technical subjects
often involve problem-solving, critical thinking, and analytical reasoning. When students
engage with technical content in a language they are still learning, they are required to think
more deeply about the subject matter. This cognitive effort strengthens their understanding
of the concepts and helps them develop higher-order thinking skills. Moreover, LSP
programs encourage students to use English as a tool for learning, enabling them to become
more autonomous learners.
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Thirdly, LSP programs facilitate better integration into the academic community.
Technical students often collaborate with peers on projects, participate in group
discussions, or present their work at conferences. These activities require effective
communication and interaction with others. By providing opportunities for students to
practice these skills, LSP programs help them become more confident and proficient in using
English in academic settings. This, in turn, enables them to actively engage with their peers
and professors, leading to a more fulfilling learning experience.

Finally, LSP programs prepare students for the demands of the workplace. In today's
globalized world, technical professionals are expected to communicate effectively with
colleagues, clients, and partners from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds. By
equipping students with the necessary language skills, LSP programs enhance their
employability and increase their chances of success in their chosen careers.

To be effective, LSP programs should be designed keeping in mind the specific needs
of technical students. Here are some key considerations:

Content Selection: The program should include authentic materials that mirror the
types of texts students will encounter in their academic and professional lives. These could
include research articles, technical reports, manuals, and presentations. The content should
be relevant, up-to-date, and aligned with the students' field of study.

Language Skills Development: The program should provide opportunities for students
to develop the four major language skills - reading, writing, listening, and speaking. For
example, students may be asked to read and summarize a research paper, write a technical
report, listen to a lecture and take notes, or participate in a group discussion. The focus
should be on developing both receptive and productive skills.

Vocabulary and Terminology: Technical subjects often have a large and specialized
vocabulary. LSP programs should help students build their technical vocabulary and develop
strategies for understanding unfamiliar terms. This could include activities such as word
lists, glossaries, context-based exercises, and the use of online resources.

Academic Skills: The program should also help students develop specific academic
skills that are relevant to their field of study. For example, they may need to learn how to
cite sources, write abstracts, or present their research findings. Providing guidance on these
skills can significantly enhance students' ability to participate in academic discourse.

Despite its effectiveness, challenges in implementing LSP in technical education may
include the need for specialized instructors and ongoing adaptation to industry changes.
Future directions involve the integration of technology, such as virtual reality simulations,
to further enhance authentic language experiences for technical students.

In conclusion, LSP in technical education stands as a tailored and effective approach to
language instruction, ensuring that technical students not only master the language of their
field but also develop the communication skills necessary for success in their future
professional endeavours.

LSP programs play a crucial role in supporting the language needs of students of
technical specialities. By addressing these unique needs, these programs can significantly
enhance student motivation, learning outcomes, and employability. It is therefore important
for higher education institutions to recognize the value of LSP and incorporate it into their
language curricula.
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